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temptible, all the more in the way of real progress, because they pass,
with themselves and others, as educated men___12
Whatever reason the University Board may have had for
not asking George to deliver a second lecture, his friendships
with President John LeConte and his brother, Professor Joseph
LeConte, the physicist, Professor William Swinton (brother of
John Swinton), authority in the field of belles-lettres, and
others among the faculty were in no way diminished.
Of course, he did not get the appointment to the new chair
of political economy.
A few months after the Berkeley lecture George was chosen
by citizens of San Francisco to be the principal orator at the
Fourth of July celebration held in the California Theater. The
hall was crowded. He delivered a long and scholarly address
which was prophetic in the sense that it antedated by many
years the League of Nations and even the United Nations. At
one point he asked, "Is it too soon to hope... that it may be
the mission of this Republic to unite all the nations of English
speech, whether they grow beneath the Northern Star or
Southern Cross, in a league which, by insuring justice, pro-
moting peace, and liberating commerce, will be the forerunner
of a world-wide federation that will make war the possibility
of a past age, and turn to works of usefulness the enormous
forces now dedicated to destruction?"1S
Ending with an apostrophe to liberty, this oration called
forth wonder from his friends and commendation from most
of the newspapers, although the News Letter stated that the
"gas measurer.. . kindly spoke for several hours on the God-
dess of Liberty and other school reader topics."14
And now the "gas measurer" declined the nomination for
state senator offered by a group of workingmen who were
strongly anti-Chinese. Instead, he retired from public life for
a time and after the day's diminishing meter inspections were
done, read history and wrote an inquiry into recurring indus-
trial depressions. When the essay was finished he read it to his
friend Dr. Taylor.
Edward Robeson Taylor, one year older than George, had
served as purser on a Sacramento River steamboat, had set
type, and had written for a newspaper. Later he became pri-
vate secretary to" Governor Haight, and was now the former
Governor's law partner. (Taylor was a doctor of medicine as